
KERN RIVER VALLEY HIKING CLUB 
Outings Schedule:  January through June, 2011 

 
The Kern Valley Hiking Club was started in 1987 by Bill and Ruby Jenkins of Kernville to help people explore the 
splendor of the Southern Sierras and to promote and assist in trail development and maintenance.  The group is 
nonpolitical and nonaffiliated.  Most of the hikes are taken from the books, "Exploring the Southern Sierra", which 
are updated versions of "Self-propelled in the Southern Sierras", written by their son, Jim Jenkins when he was in 
his twenties.  Jim was killed by an erratic driver in 1979.  Ruby took on the job of keeping the information as 
accurate as possible, hiking the area and making notes until her death in October 2007.  Bill recently moved to 
Thousand Oaks, CA to be near family.  
 
We are asking for volunteers who know the roadhead, trailhead and trail to lead the scheduled hikes.  All hikes 
subject to change, depending on weather, snowpack, etc.  It is your responsibility to become aware of any changes 
by accessing the Yahoo group site, by calling a club member, or by calling one of the numbers below. 

Kern River Valley Hiking Club, (KRVHC) Kernville Chamber of Commerce  
P.O. Box 1161     Michelle Sweet     

 Bakersfield, CA 93302    P.O. Box 397 
661-778-3453     Kernville, CA 93238  
661-747-5065     760-376-2629 or 800-Kernville 
hike@lakeisabella.net    kernvillechamber@lightspeed.net 
http://www.lakeisabella.net/hiking/   www.kernvillechamber.org   
 

Yahoo Group:   http://groups.yahoo.com/group/kernrivervalleyhikingclub/   
 
Trips (i.e. T30) are noted in the two guidebooks (by J.C. Jenkins and Ruby Johnson Jenkins):  Exploring the 
Southern Sierra:  East Side (ESS: ES) and Exploring the Southern Sierra:  West Side (ESS: WS). For example, 
the first hike is (ESS: WS T30). If you wish, you can purchase each of these books at many locations throughout 
California:  Visitor centers at Forest Service and Park Service, CALM, museums, mountaineer stores, bookstores, 
internet sellers, etc. 
 
Our semimonthly hikes are usually on Saturdays.  You need not complete hikes, but always tell someone that 
you are turning back.  Bring lunch and 2+ quarts of water.  Sandals not recommended.   
Children must always stay with their parents or guardians.  Dogs must be leashed.  Only physically fit people 
should try the moderate-to-strenuous hikes.  Anyone capable of walking for several miles on rough terrain 
with elevation gain, regardless of pace, is welcome on all our hikes.   
 
Conventional cars can be driven to trailheads unless otherwise noted.  Rain, snow, or lack of a trip leader 
cancels trips—please check Yahoo Group site & your email if hike is questionable. 
 
RH=Roadhead, where we meet.  TH=Trailhead, where we begin our hike.  RT=Round Trip, total length of hike. 
If you plan to drive directly to a trailhead, bypassing the roadhead, please first confirm the trip is as planned.   
Roadheads:   
Greenhorn Summit: Junction of Highway 155 and Rancheria Road in the Greenhorn Mountains.  
Lake Isabella Park: (with war vehicles)—Lake Isabella Blvd. south of signals. 
James Sierra Gateway Market & Spirit Gas:  (SE of Isabella Lake) 14606 Hwy 178, South Lake 
Riverkern Market: 3.0 miles upriver north of Kernville on Sierra Way.  
Bakersfield Meeting Locations: 
Chevron Station:    Junction of Highways 178 & 184 (Weedpatch Hwy.) 
Starbucks Coffee, East:  Junction of Highways   58 & 184 (Weedpatch Hwy.)  Northwest corner by Denny’s. 
Hodel’s Dining:      Northwest corner of Olive Drive and Highway 99.  
Starbucks Coffee, South: Lowe’s shopping center, northeast on Panama Lane and Highway 99. 
 
 

mailto:hike@lakeisabella.net�
mailto:kernvillechamber@lightspeed.net�
http://www.kernvillechamber.org/�
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/kernrivervalleyhikingclub/�


January 1, 2011    11th Annual New Year's Day  Nightmare Gulch - Red Rock Canyon State Park  
Alice Khteian will be leading her traditional New Year's hike in Red Rock Canyon State Park again this year. 
Nightmare Gulch is open until February 1st when the Birds of Prey Closure takes effect. The loop includes some of 
the highlands of the Park, and the spectacular Nightmare Gulch and Scenic Canyon.   
7.5 miles RT     Red Rock Canyon State Park  500’ elev. gain 
RH:  Meet at 9:30 AM at the Ricardo Campground turnoff. There's a dirt parking lot on the southwest corner of 
Hwy 14 and Abbott drive. Bakersfield hikers leave at 7:45 AM from the Starbucks at Hwy 58 & Weedpatch. We 
should be back before 4 PM. 
For more Info: email: twofanse@hotmail.com phone: 661-822-5080 cell: 661-750-9550 
http://www.parks.ca.gov/default.asp?page_id=631 
 
January 8, 2011  Cannell Trail to Powers Peak (5778’)  Harley Mine     
The Cannell Trail, a National Recreation Trail, will take us high above our starting point.  Some hikers will choose 
to go 1.5 miles to the “Singing Gate” and climb one of the nearby peaks to take in the views and have a lunch break.  
Others will choose to continue to the Powers Peak trail cutoff and from there climb to the summit...   Moderate-to-
steep hike.  
4 miles RT shorter hike            Water:  1 liter short hike, 3 liters longer hike          
10.6 miles RT Parker Peak    ESS:ES T39     3350' elev. gain  
RH & TH: Leave from Cannell Trailhead on Sierra Way just beyond Camp Owens, 1.5 miles north of Kernville 
Road junction at 8:30 AM.  (leave Bakersfield Chevron @ 7:15 AM)  
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/maps/quad_maps/Sequoia_South/kernville.htm 
 
January 22, 2011    Slide Mt. Lookout (4631‘) above Pyramid Lake west of I-5    
Our starting elevation BM 2072’ at the road block where we hike up the paved Hwy for 1.75 miles to the dirt road 
(18W04) elevation BM 2208’. Then we hike up this excellent dirt road and trail for 3.8 miles to the fire lookout 
which has spectacular views of Pyramid Lake, Piru Creek and Lake Piru, the Ridge Basin, Mt. Hollywood and the 
ocean.  This easy to moderate hike has no steep grades and is cleared of brush. 
Directions: Follow I-5 South past Pyramid Lake to Templin Highway Turnoff. Turn right underneath the Interstate 
and drive about 1/4 mile to T intersection that will be Old 99 (Golden State Hwy). Turn right and head North for 
approximately 5.25 miles to Frenchman’s Flat Campground parking area on the left side of the road (at Piru Creek) 
before the road barrier 2.5 miles from Pyramid Dam. 
11.1 miles RT         2560’ elev. gain 
RH: Meet at the parking area at the road block on the old Golden State Hwy at 9:00 AM     
Leave Bakersfield Starbucks Coffee: Lowe’s shopping center, northeast on Panama Lane and Hwy 99 @ 7:30 AM. 
http://watertight.smugmug.com/Trail-Trekking/Exploratory-hike-to-Slide-LO/14896716_FtAoz#1111892457_65seU 
http://www.anffla.org/slide 
 
February 5, 2011    Keyesville Gorge Trail              
We will follow this easy-to-moderate trail, which has a few short, steep ascents, as it winds below highways 178 
and 155 and snuggles up to the Kern River. This hike is below the dam and just west of the town of Lake Isabella. 
We will also hunt for the rock depicting Indian petro glyphs.   
4.5 miles RT         Negligible elev. gain 
RH: Leave Isabella Park at 9:00 AM (leave Bakersfield Chevron @ 8:20 AM) RH-to-TH: 0.6 miles 
 
February 19, 2011    Owl Canyon / Rainbow Basin Loop Hike (North of Barstow)    
Carpool and park at Owl Canyon Campground.  We hike north up the beautiful desert canyon about 4 miles until it 
opens up into desert hills. We then begin a steeper ascent to the top of a plateau overlooking the colorful Rainbow 
Basin.  We then turn southwest descending along a ridge into a beautiful slot canyon.  We will visit several other 
short impassable slot canyons including one with two natural tunnels and then hike over a ridge and back to Owl 
Canyon.   See weblink:    http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/barstow/basin.html 
Moderate hike with some rock scrambling.  Bring 2-3 liters of water. 
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Directions: East on Hwy 58 towards Barstow, left on Lenwood Rd, right on Old Hwy 58 (Santa Fe Ave) for 6 
miles, left on Irwin Rd., for 5 miles, left on Fossil Bed Road for 3 miles to Rainbow Basin Loop Road, turn right 
and travel 1 mile to Owl Canyon road, turn right and travel about 2 miles to the campground. 
8.3 miles RT          700' elev. gain. 
RH: Leave from Owl Canyon Campground at 9:30 AM.  
Bakersfield hikers leave 7:00 AM from Starbucks Coffee: Junction of Highways 58 & 184 (Weedpatch Hwy.)  
Northwest corner by Denny’s. 
 
March 5, 2011  Colony Mill Trail         
This hike follows the Colony Mill Road, a historic road built entirely by hand by the Kaweah Colony in the late 
1880’s. The road is now covered with grass and flowers. Its gentle grade and several stream crossings make for 
pleasant easy hiking. The abandoned Colony Mill Ranger Station is our turnaround point at mile 8.    
16 miles RT or hikers may turn around sooner as desired for an easier hike.  
Sequoia National Park, A Complete Hiker’s Guide Trip 24.   3100' elev. gain if you go the entire 8 miles one way.  
This hike is easy to moderate. Bring 4 liters of water if you plan to do the entire 16 miles, or bring a water filter. 
Directions: Bakersfield hikers leave Hodels at 6:30 AM.  Drive your favorite route to the town of Three Rivers.  
From Three Rivers, leave State Highway 198 and drive north on North Fork Drive, immediately crossing the 
Middle Fork Kaweah River.  In 2.7 miles you will pass the Kaweah Post Office.  We will stop here on the way back 
to see the oldest and smallest operational Post Office in the country!  Continue past the community of Kaweah, 
where the road narrows and begins a winding climb through the canyon.  Six miles from the highway, you enter the 
BLM’s North Fork Recreation Area and continue another 1.5 miles to the end of the pavement.  You will then be 
on a dirt road and come to a Y junction after about 3 miles.  At the Y junction, we will go right to the start of the 
trail.  Vehicles may have to park at the Y, as there is very little room at the trailhead. 
 
March 19, 2011 Coso Pictoglyph          
We will be visiting an Indian petroglyph sight on the northern edge of the Coso Range. These glyphs were carved 
into the rocks many hundreds of years ago and remain in good condition being in protected wilderness area. We 
will meet at the town of Olancha and commute to our secret and undisclosed trailhead. High clearance vehicles are 
recommended for the commute to the trailhead. 
 
Directions: From Bakersfield travel east on Hwy 58 to Hwy 14 and turn left (north). Travel north until Hwy 14 
merges with the Hwy 395 north. Olancha is approximately 40 miles north on the Hwy 395.  
Bakersfield travelers should allow 2.5 hours to reach Olancha. We will meet at the Jerky Store in Olancha at 9 AM. 
From there it will be approximately 1 hour to commute to the trailhead. Bakersfield hikers leave 6:30 AM from 
Starbucks Coffee: Junction of Highways 58 & 184 (Weedpatch Hwy.)  Northwest corner by Denny’s. 
 
The Hike: The petroglyph canyon is approximately 1.5 mile hike with minimal elevation gain. From the canyon 
you can explore and photograph petroglyphs for the next two hours with minimal exertion. For those wanting more, 
there is a spring down from the southern end of the canyon that is approximately another mile or so down canyon.  
Rumor has that there may be some military jet aircraft wreckage to visit for an added bonus. There are more 
petroglyphs near the spring ; so plenty of photo opportunities. Recommended to bring 2 liters of water as this is a 
desert location. 
 
April 2, 2011  La Liebre Hills Tejon Ranch Flower hike       
We will hike historic Tejon Ranch starting at the historic Beale Adobe in Tentrock Canyon south of Hwy 138. 
Our hike will be a counter clockwise 9.5 mile 950 ft elevation gain loop.  We hike SE along the San Andreas Fault 
zone so hold on to your hats!  Then we hike north on Cow Spring Canyon and then take a westerly jog to Second 
Canyon and then west back to Tentrock Canyon.  This portion of Tejon Ranch is the High Desert Hunt Club. 
http://www.laokay.com/halac/RanchoLaLiebre.htm 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Fitzgerald_Beale 
http://www.colapublib.org/cgi-bin/colapl/history/showpic.cgi?c=antelopevalley&p=images&file=107.jpg 
Hikers will have to sign a hold harmless form before entering the ranch.  Sorry, NO DOGS ALLOWED. 
Leave Bakersfield Starbucks Coffee: Lowe’s shopping center, northeast on Panama Lane and Hwy 99 @ 8:00 AM 
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April 16, 2011  Old Kern Canyon Trail car shuttle     Details to follow    
Delongha Bridge to Keysville    
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/maps/quad_maps/Sequoia_South/miracle_hot_springs.htm 
 
April 30, 2011  Flower Hike to be determined        
 
May 14, 2011 El Paso Creek Hike, (Tunis Creek Hike if high water flow),  Tejon Ranch   
Don't miss this wonderful opportunity to hike on historic Tejon Ranch land. We will carpool to Tejon Ranch Gate 
by the Old Headquarters at the end of Sebastian Road south of Arvin.  We will drive up the El Paso Canyon dirt 
road for about 4 miles into the mouth of El Paso Canyon where we will park.  We will start hiking up the canyon on 
the old dirt road, crossing El Paso Creek 31 times. This time of year the canyon should be beautifully green with 
some flowers and wet.  Hikers may hike up the canyon as far as they like, but the road continues for at least 15 
miles over the Tehachapi Mountains into the desert. There are several wonderful spots along the creek for lunch.  
We anticipate hiking about 5 miles up the canyon, eating lunch and returning down the road to the parking area.  
Directions:  South on Hwy 99 and exit at Copus/David Rd., east on David Rd., right on Rancho Rd., left on 
Sebastian Rd for 3.5 miles to guard shack.  Hikers will have to sign a hold harmless form before entering the ranch.  
Sorry, NO DOGS ALLOWED on the ranch. 
10 miles RT         1500’ elev. gain 
RH: Meet at Tejon Ranch Guard Shack at 9:00 AM    RH-to-TH: 4.3 miles 
Leave Bakersfield Starbucks Coffee: Lowe’s shopping center, northeast on Panama Lane and Hwy 99 @ 8:15 AM. 
 
May 28, 2011      Ruby Memorial hike to Morris Peak (7215’), Mount Jenkins (7921’)   
This trip takes us north from the junction of the Pacific Crest Trail with Hwy 178.  For those desiring a moderate 
day hike, the turnaround point will be Morris Peak, a round trip of 8.7 miles.  Morris Peak offers great views of this 
area and the desert valleys to the east. For fit hikers up to a challenge, our hike continues to Mt Jenkins, which was 
named after Bill and Ruby’s son Jim Jenkins.  Turning west at 7.25 miles from our starting point, we will make the 
steep ascent to the summit of Mt. Jenkins.  Water – 2.5 liters to Morris, 4 liters to Jenkins, more if warm weather   
 8.7  miles RT for Morris Peak (7215’)  TS 26 & 27 ESS:ES  1950' elev. gain  
14.8 miles RT for Mt. Jenkins  (7921’)      2650' elev. gain 
15.6 miles RT for both peaks. 
RH-TH:  Meet at the top of Walker Pass on Highway 178 (this is east of the campgrounds) at 8:00 AM. (leave 
Bakersfield Chevron @ 6:30 AM) 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/maps/quad_maps/Sequoia_South/walker_pass.htm 
 
June 11, 2011  Peppermint Falls & Freeman Creek Grove  (with Orinda Hike Club)  
Peppermint Falls is a short morning walk just east of Lloyd Meadows Road on the way to Freeman Creek. 
The Freeman Creek hike climbs up to the big trees starting at the parking lot for the President Bush Tree.  It 
includes the President Bush tree, dedicated July 14, 1992.  It is a lovely hiking trail!    
6.0 miles RT         1360' elev. gain  
RH: Leave Riverkern Market at 8:30 AM     (leave Bakersfield Chevron @ 7:00 AM) RH-to-TH: 40.3 miles 
Directions:  North on Sierra Way/Mtn 99, over Johnsondale Bridge, 5 miles to FS 22S82 (Lloyd Meadows Road).  
Drive 19 miles to Freeman Creek.  Parking area is beyond the sign for the Freeman Creek Trail, on the left. 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/maps/quad_maps/Sequoia_South/durrwood_creek.htm 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/maps/quad_maps/Sequoia_South/hockett_peak.htm 
 
June 12, 2011  Needles Lookout (8254’) in the Western Divide Mtns,  Dome Rock, 100 Giants   
Joint hike with the Orinda Hike Club.  One of our most popular trips. Easy hike to the lookout peak, moderate 
hike up switchbacks, and then a breathtaking climb up stairs to the tower perched on a granite needle. 
5.0 miles RT     ESS: WS T51    1165' elev. gain 
On our return, we can take a short visit to Dome Rock with it’s grand panorama vistas and then a nice 1.5 mile 
stroll thru the 100 Giants Sequoia grove.  Both stops are adjacent to the Western Divide Hwy. 
RH: Leave Riverkern Market at 9:00 AM  (leave Bakersfield Chevron @ 7:30 AM) RH-to-TH: 33.7 miles 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/maps/quad_maps/Sequoia_South/sentinel_peak.htm 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/maps/quad_maps/Sequoia_South/johnsondale.htm 
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June 13, 2011  Upper Kern River  (with Orinda Hike Club)      
This is one of our favorite hikes! Young-or not so young; fast or not so fast; singles, couples, and families! 
Everyone enjoys this hike along the rushing North Fork Kern National Wild and Scenic River.  An optional loop 
trip will take hikers up a moderately steep connecting trail to the Rincon Trail, and from there west to Sherman Pass 
Road.   Water:  2 liters for shorter hike, 3 liters for loop trip, more if warm weather. 
8.4 miles RT      ESS: ES T99    240' elev. gain 
10.5 miles optional loop trip                      1630’ elev. gain              
RH: Leave Riverkern Market at 9 AM       RH-to-TH: 16.4 miles 
Bakersfield hikers leave at 7:30 am from Chevron Station at Junction of Highways 178 & 184 (Weedpatch Hwy.) 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/maps/quad_maps/Sequoia_South/fairview.htm 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/maps/quad_maps/Sequoia_South/durrwood_creek.htm 
 
June 14, 2011  Sunday Peak (8295’) & Black Mt. (7438’) (with Orinda Hike Club)   
Sunday Peak is a popular trail hike, especially nice for families and out-of-area visitors.  A lookout once capped 
this peak, which indicates that grand views are in store.  It’s a moderate hike. 
3.2 miles RT     ESS:  WS T37    1105’ elev. gain 
Starting from the Black Mt. saddle, we take a short but steep and challenging hike along a ducked route to the top 
of the highest peak in the immediate area.  From the top we see great views of Lake Isabella and the Greenhorn 
area, as well as taller mountains in the distance to the north, east and south.    
3.2 miles RT,      ESS WS T35     1200’elev. gain 
RH:  Leave Greenhorn Summit at 9 AM    (leave Bakersfield Chevron @ 7:30 AM) RH-to-TH:  6.6 miles 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/maps/quad_maps/Sequoia_South/tobias_peak.htm 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/maps/quad_maps/Sequoia_South/alta_sierra.htm 
  
June 25 & 26, 2011    Maggie Lakes Backpack with possible side excursion to Maggie Mt. (10042’)  
We start Saturdays hike at 9:00 AM from the Summit Trail 31E14.  Backpackers should arrive no later than 8:30 
AM for preparation and gear coordination.  Depending on group pace, possible side excursion to Maggie Mt.  Plan 
to arrive in camp at Maggie Lakes and do some afternoon fishing to supplement our evening meal. 
18 miles RT to Maggie Lakes backpack  ESS:WS T62, TH48   3700’ elev. gain 
Wilderness permit is required and mandatory RSVP required before June 15.  This will allow group leaders to 
obtain proper permits and coordinate other group planning.   
Group Leader:  Tom Brown, email: tomcat_rc@yahoo.com, phone: (760) 608-0442 
 
Saturday day hike only option. 
6  miles RT to Jacobsen Meadow      1250’ elev. gain  
9 miles  RT to Alpine Meadow       2000’ elev. gain  
 
Directions:  Bakersfield hikers leave Hodels at 6:00 AM  and drive to Porterville, then drive east 8 miles on Hwy 
190 to the Tule River Ranger Station.  From the Ranger Station, drive on Hwy 190 an additional 27 miles to a 
junction where Hwy 190 becomes County Road M107, the Western Divide Hwy.  Turn north (left) onto Forest 
Road 21S50, North Road.  A sign points to several trailheads, including Summit, 11 miles.  In 4 miles the road 
splits and becomes unpaved, but fine for passenger cars.  Turn left here and in 7 miles reach the road’s end at the 
signed trailhead in a clearing.   
Or leave Riverkern Market at 6:30 AM from Kernville: North on Sierra Way/Mtn 99, west past Johnsondale's R-
Ranch to second paved road (Western Divide Hwy, M-107). North (right) on Western Divide Hwy, curve around 
Quaking Aspen Campground and follow directions above. 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/maps/quad_maps/Sequoia_South/camp_nelson.htm 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/sequoia/maps/quad_maps/Sequoia_South/quinn_peak.htm 
 
Additional hikes will be announced on the website. 
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KRVHC 
P.O. Box 1161 
Bakersfield, CA 93302 
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